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NSW Electoral Commission

Purpose

The purpose of this document is to outline how the NSW Electoral Commission will safely and
effectively facilitate elections in the current COVID-19 environment. As the COVD-19 Safety Plan (the
Plan) will be applicable to both state and local government elections, the neutral terminology of
‘election venue’ is used throughout, to include any public location used by the NSW Electoral
Commission for the conduct of an election.

The NSW Electoral Commission notes that, as at the date this version of the Plan was published, we
are operating in accordance with the Public Health (COVID-19 General) Order (No 2) 2021, made
under the Public Health Act 2010." In addition to the mandatory requirements of any relevant public
health orders, the NSW Electoral Commission may impose further safety controls to minimise the risk
of exposure to COVID-19.

Given the rapidly changing levels of risk associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, this Plan may need

to be updated to respond to changes in circumstances: for example, the issuing of additional public d
health orders during an election period.? To ensure you have the most up-to-date copy of this Plan, '\de
please refer to our website.3

The NSW EIectoraIICommission’s overall aims in responding to COVID-19 and deliver'%q@e\?ction
are (not in order of importance) to: (\\,
e protect the health and safety of electors; \)“e
e protect the health and safety of candidates, scrutineers aqéqb{%%olmﬁql participants;
e protect the health and safety of election workers,
e follow advice and directions of governmeﬁ\@ﬁ}hontl ﬁ)@dcﬂcmg exposure to COVID-19; and
e minimise COVID-19 exposure{6<$® G
- encouraging eli &ét rs %

such as tel ho votl ctors who are blind or have low vision) or to vote early in person
to red@e\ number gﬁaeople simultaneously attending voting venues on election day

@% post, or to use technology assisted voting (if available,

ng by venue capacity restrictions where applicable

requiring all eligible workers of the NSW Electoral Commission to be double vaccinated, with
booster vaccinations strongly encouraged

3@
e\
oW
NG

- requiring the wearing of a face mask in election venues

— requiring all persons attending election venues to check in and out, using Service NSW COVID
Safe Check-in QR code wherever possible

- encouraging physical distancing (1.5m) wherever possible
- implementing hygiene management measures

— directing persons to stay home if they display symptoms of COVID-19

" The current Public Health (COVID-19 General) Order (No.2) 2021 is available here.

2 Current health information is available at: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19.

3 Current safety plan available at: https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/LGE21-COVID19. As the Plan is not subject to the control of
the NSW Electoral Commission once printed or downloaded, please refer to website for the most up to date copy.
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NSW Electoral Commission

Protection measures for COVID-19 during elections

During election periods, the NSW Electoral Commission will introduce measures to minimise risks to
the health, safety and wellbeing of electors, election workers, political participants, and others, and
reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19.

These measures may include NSW Electoral Commission and election officials issuing reasonable
instructions to persons attending election venues to reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19. Such
instructions will be issued according to applicable work health and safety laws, public health orders
and other relevant laws or recommended public health practices that may be in place at the time.

NSW Electoral Commission workers, electors, political participants, and others attending election
venues also have a duty under work health and safety laws to take reasonable care for their own and
others’ health and safety including minimising the risk of exposure to COVID-19.

For work health and safety reasons, therefore, entry into election venues to vote or to conduct . d d
scrutineering activities will be subject to compliance with the COVID-19 protection measures outllneqo\\\
in this Plan at the time of an election, even though:

e some measures in the Plan may not be required under a public health order at thezgﬁkd
e enrolled NSW residents are required by law to vote in NSW elections; a\r&c{(e(\

e scrutineers ordinarily have a right under electoral laws to be p eggﬁ an election venue to

observe election processes. \0(\ (\\\J

Electors, political participants and other wsﬂor%@ob refuse to follow the measures in
this Plan may be held personally respow@ né @W al risks to staff and other people at our

venues arising from their conduc
Q\‘\O (6
AN
Protection measm{as’ﬂ:’mecm{s(

The follow @&}%otec’uon rri%asures will be implemented to minimise the risks associated with
CO ID((Q&rmg an election:

\(\\\deencouraglng eligible electors to vote by post, or to use technology assisted voting (if available,
NG such as telephone voting for electors who are blind or have low vision) or to vote early in person to
reduce the number of people simultaneously attending voting venues on election day
implementing and promoting changes made to voting eligibility requirements at elections, such as

expanded eligibility for postal voting

e requiring all eligible workers of the NSW Electoral Commission to be double vaccinated, with
booster vaccinations strongly encouraged

e instructing electors, election workers, political participants and others to check-in and check-out of
election venues, using the Service NSW COVID Safe Check-in QR code wherever possible. Any
persons unable to check in using the QR code are required to manually check in.

e requiring our staff to wear a face mask while inside the election venue and when managing
queues to enter, or gatherings of people outside an election venue, even if not mandatory
according to public health orders at the time

e requiring electors, political participants and others to always wear a face mask (a small supply of
which will be made available at venues) whilst inside the election venue and requesting them to do
so when queuing to enter, or gathering outside an election venue, even if not mandatory according
to public health orders at the time

e encouraging electors to bring their own pens, or use the single-use pens which will be provided at
election venues, to mark their ballot papers
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NSW Electoral Commission

e encouraging physical distancing (1.5m) at election venues by managing elector numbers at these
venues and ensuring there is sufficient space between voting screens and issuing tables

e employing additional election workers to assist in managing physical distancing and implementing
hygiene measures

e using voting screen inserts to allow for regular cleaning
e regularly cleaning surfaces and items used, including voting screens and issuing tables

e ensuring hand soap and/ or hand sanitiser and paper towels are available in bathrooms and
providing hand sanitiser and other personal protective equipment (PPE) for use by all persons

e displaying COVID-19 relevant sighage at election venues
e implementing and training workers in COVID-19 incident reporting and management procedures

e encouraging all our staff to get tested if they have the mildest of symptoms of COVID-19 (even if
they have been vaccinated) or are exposed to COVID-19 6@6
N)

e directing our staff to self-isolate and not attend our venues for a minimum of 7 days from the d@go
of a positive COVID test, in accordance with NSW Health guidelines*

e directing our staff to manage any potential exposure to COVID-19 in accorda &waa(\ SW Health
guidelines for people exposed to COVID-19° ((6

e directing our staff not to attend our venues to work if they have Ym%est of symptoms of COVID-
19 (even if they have been vaccinated) \0(\ \\J

e other reasonable measures as required to redui%tH@% é sure to COVID-19.

Q\)

NSW
£ Electoral
Commission K

Guide to COVIng\y

prlnC|pI(§\Aa\ 3\ ‘(
a\.
y ©

Checle-in and out

Checkin and check out using
the QR core.

@ &2

Facemasks Physlcal distancing Queus management
Wear aface mask, Physical distancing must be Staff will manage queues and
maintained at alltimes, use separate eniry and exit

I'sacondition of entry. i g

'S s 'S

Sl @l

Handhygiene Cleaning BYO pens
Hand sanitiser will oe availazle High-touch areas will be Bring your own pen. Single use
atentry and ex palnts. cleaned regularly by election pens will be avzilzble

offickals
» > >

's 'S 'S

& l O
= f £ 2

Posters Unwell Voting screen Inserts
COVIDSafesignage will be Stay home if you are unwel Screen inserts will be regularly
displayed in all voting venues. cleaned and electoral material

) J emoved. )

P el

4 https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/advice-for-confirmed.aspx

5 https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/people-exposed-to-covid.aspx
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NSW Electoral Commission

Electors who are subject to mandatory quarantine or who are required to self-isolate (including
following a COVID-19 test) must not attend an election venue in person and are encouraged to use
alternative voting channels, where eligible. Voting in NSW state and local government elections is
compulsory, but an obligation to be in quarantine/self-isolation throughout the voting period can be
considered by the Electoral Commissioner as a sufficient reason for an individual elector being unable
to vote at an election.

Should the level of COVID-19 related risk change in the lead up to or during an election, either
generally or in specific electoral districts or local government areas, the NSW Electoral Commission
will work with NSW Health to respond accordingly.

Protection measures for NSW Electoral Commission election workers

The following measures will be implemented to minimise the risks associated with COVID-19 for
election workers:

e requiring all eligible workers of NSW Electoral Commission to be double vaccinated, with booster d@d
vaccinations strongly encouraged

e instructing electors, election workers, political participants and others to check-in and C@O{&QOf
election venues, using the Service NSW COVID Safe Check-in QR code where\;err&@ le. Any
persons unable to check in using the QR code is required to manually chew

e undertaking a check-in procedure around COVID-19 compllance &éﬁworker or supplier
coming onto a NSW Electoral Commission site, includin re an recording COVID-19
surveillance test results for workers where public heal m req h tests

e instructing workers who have been present R'{\I éqsﬁgbmmlssmn workplaces to:

- advise their direct manager by '&¥\16 o) e?)
rs

with the tlmeframe seto c he
COVID-19 %\m ;\

- advise th |re t mar@!ﬁ By telephone or email as soon as practicable (and in accordance
with ‘(t eframe set out in public health orders, if any, at the time) if they are (or should be)
(@%1 ered by NSW Health to be a close contact of a COVID-19 confirmed case; and

soon as practicable (and in accordance
if any, at the time) if they test positive to

\(\\\e— not to return to a NSW Electoral Commission workplace in either case until the isolation period
NG required under NSW Health guidance or public health orders is complete, and any
requirements for negative test results and/or being symptom-free are satisfied

e instructing our election workers to wear a face mask whilst inside the election venue and when
managing queues to enter, or gatherings of electors and candidate campaign volunteers outside
an election venue, even if not mandatory according to public health orders at the time

e requiring scrutineers to wear a face mask whilst inside any election venue

e requiring electors, political participants, candidate campaign volunteers and others to always wear
a face mask (a small supply of which will be made available at venues) whilst inside the election
venue and requesting them to do so when queuing to enter, or gathering outside an election
venue, even if not mandatory according to public health orders at the time

e providing election workers with additional training modules covering COVID-19 infection control
practices

e surfaces and items used often will be regularly cleaned, including computer hardware used by
election workers

e issuing election workers with their own stationery and discouraging the sharing of items,
equipment, and materials where possible
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NSW Electoral Commission

e encouraging physical distancing (1.5m) at election venues by managing electors, scrutineers,
election workers and others during the issuing of votes and scrutineer activities

e encouraging the use of hand sanitiser and the washing of hands
e providing face masks and gloves for use by workers

e providing face shields for use by election workers where requested by election workers prior to
commencement of work

e were permissible and practical to do so, open windows and doors within an election venue to
encourage airflow

e provide a separate waste bin (to be double bagged) for the disposal of used PPE

e employing additional workers to assist venue managers maintain a safe and healthy election
venue. The duties of these additional workers will include:

- instructing those who wish to enter to check-in and check-out of election venues using the )
Service NSW COVID Safe Check-in QR code, wherever possible 0\\\

\
— instructing workers entering election venues to wear a face mask ‘\5 Q
— requiring electors and political participants entering election venues to wear. {@Qmask
- queue management, including maintenance of physical distancin \)‘((e

— monitoring and controlling the number of electors permit'f\(t}’%ter election venues at any
one time \O (\\\J :
- cleaning surfaces and items, including votln‘qgc ns a%@a%’mng tables

: O
e other reasonable measures as requir %ﬁQ&ce@@‘& of exposure to COVID-19.

O o
Election workers experiegg{gs\%ptor%gﬁ% VID-19, or who are subject to mandatory quarantine or
who are required to\sel isolate, V\Q”'()@ irected not to attend an election venue.
O %0

Venueg@&rs will be responsible during the election period for monitoring workers’ health and

wel , as well as issuing reasonable instructions to workers about personal health protection issues
\(\\Q making reports to Returning Officers, Election Managers and NSW Electoral Commission Head

NG Office where required.

Any known exposure of staff or visitors to NSW Electoral Commission offices or election venues will
be risk assessed and managed in accordance with NSW Health guidelines for people exposed to
COVID-1968.

Protection measures for political participants (including volunteer campaigners and
scrutineers)

The following COVID-19 protection measures will be adopted to minimise the risks associated with
COVID-19 for political participants, as well as NSW Electoral Commission workers and other people at
election venues attended by political participants:

e everyone is required to check-in and check-out of election venues using the Service NSW COVID
Safe Check-in QR code. Any persons unable to check in using the QR code is required to
manually check in

e instructing our election workers and scrutineers to wear a face mask whilst inside the election
venue

5 https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Factsheets/people-exposed-to-covid.pdf
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NSW Electoral Commission

e requiring electors, political participants and other visitors to always wear a face mask whilst inside
the election venue and requesting them to do so when queuing to enter, or gathering outside an
election venue, even if not mandatory according to public health orders at the time

e political participants who are subject to mandatory quarantine requirements or who are required to
self-isolate must not attend an election venue (including where the person should know that NSW
Health would consider them to be a household or high risk contact of a COVID-19 confirmed case
if they were aware of all the relevant facts)

e electors who are subject to mandatory quarantine or who are required to self-isolate (including
following a COVID-19 test) should not attend an election venue in person and are encouraged to use
alternative voting channels, where eligible.

e participants who are experiencing the mildest of symptoms of COVID-19 (even if they have been
vaccinated) or are exposed to COVID-19 are encouraged to get tested for COVID-19, and to only
enter an election venue until after confirmation of a negative result. If a test is not practicable, any
candidate or registered party whose scrutineer is experiencing symptoms should appoint a ded
replacement scrutineer to attend on their behalf. 0\\\

officials may still determine in specific cases to request scrutineers to take further ncluding
leaving an election venue and/or its immediate vicinity, if the ongoing prese a(’ét e scrutineer
creates a risk to the health and safety of other persons at the venue re|§5[(.§ COVID-19.

e acknowledging the important role of scrutineers in maintaining the integrity of elections, I‘@(}Q
ta

e the Electoral Commissioner has issued a COVID-19 Protoco ({%@&ut/neers which is published
on the NSW Electoral Commission website. \O

(\O
(\ A\=) \)(9056

Protection measures for third party si\;,eeﬁb
The NSW Electoral Comm|SS|o k cl h its third-party suppliers to ensure practical,

protective measures are %@ n z!(@ﬁ in place to ensure a safe working environment at
election venues.

\
As with ‘&ctors and polltlcal participants who attend election venues, third party suppliers have a duty
gé health and safety laws to take reasonable care for their own and others’ health and safety
\(\\\h ding minimising the risk of exposure to COVID-19.

N

Public awareness messaging from the NSW Electoral Commission will educate and inform electors,
political participants and others of the changes in the election in response to COVID-19. This will occur
across a range of media and translated into widely spoken community languages.
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NSW Electoral Commission

Political participants’ responsibility for COVID-19 safety

Political participants have a critical role to play in minimising the risks of exposure to COVID-19 in the
community during election-related activities. The NSW Electoral Commission is committed to
minimising disruptions to campaigning, scrutineering and other activities that contribute to the integrity
of elections. As outlined in this Plan, however, certain adjustments and directions will be necessary
according to the levels of risk associated with the COVID-19 pandemic and public health orders in
place at the time of an election event. The NSW Electoral Commission anticipates and expects the
cooperation of political participants in ensuring elections in NSW are as safe as possible for all.

It is expected that every political participant (i.e., candidates, scrutineers, candidate workers and third-
party campaigners) will ensure they stay up to date with public health advice about COVID-19 issued
by NSW Health and orders issued under the Public Health Act that may apply to them during the
election.

All political participants who attend an election venue also have a duty under NSW workplace health . ed
and safety laws to: 0\\\6

e take reasonable care for their own health and safety ‘\6 Q‘

e take reasonable care that their acts or omissions do not adversely affect the hea{t'l@ﬁl safety of
other participants, electors, workers and others ((e

e comply with any reasonable instruction that is given to them by e%n“ti&l officials to allow the NSW
Electoral Commission to comply with its work health and 36@@ igaﬁeqs,

QO ¢ 08

At the current time, the NSW Electoral Commi i{)@\%nstr @@gl participants in an election to

check-in prior to entering a venue, and e e&’&)iglng t ‘%

e wear face masks always in. éDa‘c ion @Q\@@r while gathering or queuing outside;

G \
e practice 1.5 metree@(ﬁ%al q(is ' (

e comply \{@@J@“ 'equiremén% related to quarantine or self-isolation; and

e avdid‘etection venues if they are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19.
. \\‘e
P\(G In the event of changes to levels of risk associated with the COVID-19 pandemic prior to or during an
election, additional instructions may need to be given by the Electoral Commissioner to maintain
safety, which political participants will need to follow. Political participants at our venues who refuse to
follow the measures in this Plan may be held personally responsible for any additional risks to staff
and other people at our venues arising from their conduct.
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NSW Electoral Commission

Additional measures for campaigning and scrutineering due to COVID-19

Physical distancing safety guidance, as well as current public gathering limits set by order issued
under the Public Health Act, will mean there are noticeable differences from pre-pandemic elections.
We will actively work with participants and scrutineers to explain and implement any changes to past
election practices.

Depending on the nature and severity of any further COVID-19 developments and public health orders
prior to an election, these adjustments may include:

e Under the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, [the Regulation] the election manager
may direct that a person must not display a poster in or on a polling place or relevant premises
within 100 metres of a polling place, or a pre-polling office.”.

e Under the Regulation, the election manager may direct that a person must not hand out tangible
electoral material in or on in or on a polling place or relevant premises within 100 metres of a
polling place, or a pre-polling office.?

cO
e Under the Regulation,® the election manager may direct that scrutineers are prohibited from bei &\\\d
physically present at a relevant place, with an exemption for scrutineers who comply with. Q
alternative scrutiny arrangements. The Electoral Commissioner has made a dlrectlon PM%h
alternative scrutiny arrangements are in compliance with a COVID-19 Protoc utineers that
covers, (in summary) the following COVID-19 safety requirements: ((e

a. Each candidate or group is limited to a maximum of one scr egper venue at which polling
is carried out, ballot-papers are scrutinised, or votes Q‘\d1 d tﬁny time when these
activities are taking place.

b. No scrutineer may attend a venue W|th egﬁﬁ@@%th the NSW Electoral Commission
where they have been notified th eg utineers must be limited at that venue, so
as not to exceed a total caQeg( 1 p re@ r 4 square metres.

c. All scrutmeers% t\@a\%m Q@)‘s%al distance of 1.5m from any other person in attendance
at a venue x

@Yn\eers must consent to election officials sighting evidence that they have had two doses
(&N&OVID 19 vaccination or a medical contraindication, in the form endorsed by NSW Health.

\(\Nee All scrutineers must wear a mask at all times when indoors at venues at which polling is

P\( carried out, ballot-papers are scrutinised, or votes are counted, and comply with all hand

hygiene directions from NSW Electoral Commission staff.

e The Electoral Commissioner does not have a similar power to issue directions for scrutineers
under the Electoral Act 2017 to protect them and election workers from the risk of infection from
COVID-19. Under general work health and safety arrangements, however, the Electoral
Commissioner will notify all registered parties and candidates that scrutineers appointed for any
State by-election are also expected to adhere to the COVID-19 Protocol for Scrutineers.

e Any directions made under the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, or any other
regulation, will be published on the NSW Electoral Commission website.

e Directing participants, scrutineers and electors who refuse to comply COVID-19 safety measures
around election venues to leave the vicinity.

e Encouraging electors to access candidate information online as an alternative to physically
distributed election material at election venues.

" Section 356TA of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021.
8 Section 356TB of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021.
9 Section 337A of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021.
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Vote counting safety

At an election, the Electoral Commissioner must determine how the counting of votes will occur while
maintaining compliance with work health and safety requirements and public health orders concerning
COVID-19 risks.

Changes to counting protocols

The Electoral Commissioner recognises the need to balance the delivery of a transparent election with
the delivery of a safe election.

The pre-COVID-19 model of counting on election day in election venues and in the Election
Manager/Returning Officer’s office may not meet guidelines or public health orders around physical
distancing and at the date of publication of this version of the Plan, a direction had been made and
was published on the NSW Electoral Commission website. The following measures will be
implemented to support a safe counting process:

. | . . .3e0

e All ballot boxes will be cleaned prior to election workers accessing the ballot papers. 0\\\

e Each candidate or group is limited to a maximum of one scrutineer per venue at which &t@a@
counted.

e All scrutineers and election workers must wear a mask at all times when i @Q at venues at
which votes are counted, and comply with all hand hygiene d|rect| SW Electoral
Commission staff.

e All election workers and scrutineers must mamtaln a«@\gl d%a@Q\L 5m from any other
person in attendance at a venue at all times. 058

e In accordance with the COVID-19 &Mor Sc, s, scrutineers will be notified to pre-
register with the NSW Elect ctor. issi the number of scrutineers must be limited at
that venue, so as not to a t t ity of 1 person per 4 square metres.

e All scrutineers Ts’(c\g}] %\ t|on off|C|aIs sighting evidence that they have had two doses of
a COVII{é‘S(\ ination o medlcal contraindication, in the form endorsed by NSW Health.

N’@\Qg of results
SO

The COVID-19 protection measures implemented during the count process will mean that counting of
votes may take longer than in pre-pandemic elections.

If the Electoral Commissioner makes a declaration under either the Local Government (General)
Regulation or the Electoral Regulation that all electors in a particular area, ward or district are “COVID-
19 affected” for a by-election, all such electors will be entitled to be sent a postal vote ballot pack
without making an application. Because of an expected increase in the number of postal votes, and
the extended 13 day period for returning those votes, it is anticipated that counting will also take
longer compared with pre-pandemic by-elections.
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NSW Electoral Commission

Supporting material

The NSW Electoral Commission has developed COVID-19 related resources to provide additional
information regarding the above measures. These resources include posters, information sheets, and
online training modules for election workers to outline how the NSW Electoral Commission proposes
to conduct elections in a COVID-19 safe manner.

Contact

For general information and advice about COVID-19 visit NSW Government — Coronavirus (COVID-19).

If you have any questions or require further information about this plan please contact us on
1300 135 736 or email covid-19.support@elections.nsw.gov.au or visit our website at
elections.nsw.gov.au.

Reporting d
The NSW Electoral Commission is committed to maintaining the safety of its workers, electors and 6@
political participants. Any behaviour or incident that is not supportive of the safety measures outlm?(g

this Plan should be reported to the NSW Electoral Commission by contacting us on 1300 1

via our website at elections.nsw.gov.au. a,
oL
e

Cooperation G\)‘(‘

The NSW Electoral Commission is a public sector agency respoﬁ@?or ipdependent conduct of
state and local government elections. Preparing an electlcQ dher, measures in place due

to COVID-19 requires a high level of coordination an-t)p |n9566
To ensure there is coordination across \/ernme? cies, the NSW Electoral Commission will
h representatives from:

seek to work closely during plang\ﬁ\ n e e\s\'@

e NSW Health ,(\(\\
J Department(qékemler ar&@gblnet

\\Jegﬁlce of Local Government NSW
SO

e NSW Department of Customer Service

e NSW Department of Education.
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